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them, for it was very dangerous for a Government to employ one
party in the kingdom to put down another. c I think them
likely to increase/ he wrote; ' and although it is possible they
may be useful, if the disorders in this country should take a still
more serious turn, at present any encouragement of them much
increases the jealousy of the Catholics, and I should therefore
think it unwise to give an open encouragement to this party,
although it is certainly not expedient to suppress them.' *

I must now draw this long and melancholy chapter to a
close. Like that which preceded it, it is a record of steadily
growing disorganisation ; of many distinct forms of anarchy and
discontent, combined and directed by one seditious conspiracy.
Much of the evil had long existed in Ireland, though it had for
some generations been steadily diminishing. It was quickened '
into a new vitality by the French Eevolution, and by the near
prospect of invasion, but it also owed a great part of its energy
to enormous political faults, and to many acts of illegal and op-
pressive violence. We have now arrived at the brink of the
catastrophe. ' A scene of blood was about to open, which not
only left an indelible stain on the page of history, but also gave
a fatal and enduring bias to the future of the nation.
1 Camden to Portland, March 29,1798